Technology changes lives. The letter has given way to the e-mail. The film camera has given way to the digital camera. The map has given way to the sat-nav. The transition has not always been painless and the new technologies often have dangers of their own, as can be seen from the regular reports of lorry drivers who have become jammed between houses while obediently following their sat-nav down a very minor road. But technology changes lives, and it is about to change the lives of authors, referees and this editor.
When Lighting Research and Technology started in 1969 papers were submitted as typescript and communication between editor referee and author was by letter. More recently, both submission and communication have been carried through e-mail but that is about to change. From 1st January 2012, papers submitted to Lighting Research and Technology will have to be submitted through the web-based process used by the publishers and hosted by ManuscriptCentral. This can be accessed easily by going to the Lighting Research and Technology website. For the rest of this year, submissions will be accepted either by e-mail or through the web-based process. Papers already submitted will be dealt with through the e-mail process.
The reason for this change is consistency. Submitting by e-mail does provide a personal link between the author or referee and the editor, but this is both a strength and a weakness. The strength is that all the people involved feel that they are talking to another human being and not to a computer. The weakness is that if the editor were to walk under a bus, the system could collapse in chaos. Going to a web-based electronic submission system provides security and consistency. The process involved in submitting and reviewing papers has been tailored to Lighting Research and Technology requirements and tested by members of the Editorial Board. And be assured that there is a real person at the other end who is looking at the submissions, arranging referees, reaching decisions about publication and generally communicating with you. I look forward to meeting all those authors and referees who have contributed so much to Lighting Research and Technology on the Web (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/LRT).
Peter Boyce Technical Editor
The Society of Light and Lighting is pleased to make the following awards for papers published in Lighting Research and Technology in 2010. 
